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Kailash Pardhan (35) is one of those very few people who believe 

that you live only once. A B.Com graduate, he worked as a computer 

operator for a private firm in Bhopal. One fine day he quits his job 

because his employer refused to grant him leave to attend painting 

exhibitions and training workshops.  After that, he immersed himself 

fully in creating Gond paintings.  

Coming from a village of painters, Kailash was 

exposed to tribal artwork practised by his 

community of Gond Pardhans. There were about 100 households 

where at least one person was engaged in painting and drawing. As an 

adolescent studying in Bhopal, he used to assist his uncle in his 

painting work and cultivated an interest in Gond art.  

Not only painting, but Kailash is also 

determined to become proficient in digital 

marketing to be able to capture the domestic and international 

markets for his paintings; he expects to augment his current yearly 

income of about sixty thousand rupees. 

With luck on his side, he was selected for the prestigious Tribal 

Entrepreneurship Development Program (TEDP) organised jointly 

by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) and the national industry 



body, ASSOCHAM. Under this program, tribal artisans are given training as per their skillset, 

provided with market and financial linkages with an intention of bringing their talent at 

national and internal forum. 

In the ongoing online training classes at TEDP, Pradhan has learned 

about marketing and the important features of social media 

platforms.  

He believes that more can be achieved as his village of Patangarh is 

famous for painting and people from India and even Europe visit 

the village to view and buy the artworks. There is a demand for 

(Gond) art because of its unique style of dots, dashes and lines. He 

thinks one of the reasons for the slowed-down sale is the lack of 

awareness of the availability of this form of art. 

Specifically, he paints with precision and patience in the 

inimitable Gond art style of illustrating movements of dear 

and elephants and showcasing traditions, nature and 

agricultural fields on canvas or paper.  

Adhering to the core belief of Gond art that a good image 

brings good luck, Kailash uses such colours and elements in 

the painting that creates a sense of harmony, balance and 

gives a feeling of serenity.  

From participating in various exhibitions in Delhi, Mumbai 

and Bangalore to take workshops to teach and mentor others- he takes great pride in his 

creation and takes on every opportunity to promote the art form. 

Earlier, he used to make handicraft items such as tray 

and pencil stand with bamboo.  

Kailash lives with his parents, sister, children and wife. 

He has taught the art to his wife Teki who is an 

accomplished artist herself. As a team, together they 

work for a better tomorrow. 

 


